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Mr. Livermore, from the Committee on lheg
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bl in ad- !
dition to the act regulating the Post Office Es- |
tablishment ; which was read twice, and ordered
to lie on the table.

[(This bill contains provisions, to reduce the|
"eompensation fo postmasters to three per cent. on !
any excess of receipt of postage over three thousand |
six hundred dollars per quarter; to repeal the,
extra allowance of one thousand dollars per annum |
to the postmaster at Washington City ; to prohibit
any postmaster, ot editor or printer of a newspaper,
from contracting for the transportation of the
mail; to require bonds from persons stipulating
for the carriage of newspapers other than in the
mail, that they shall carry all papers delivered to
them and on equal terms; to compel postmasters
toreside in the city, town, village, or place in which
their offices are established, and to limit their priv-
ilege of franking, to letters, newspapers, and pack-
ets, directed to and from their respective offices.]

A message from the Seopate informed the House
that the Senate have appointed Mr. Barsour a
teller, on their part, agreeably to the resolutions of
the 13th instant, in relation to the mode of exam-
ining the votes for President and Vice Presideat
of the United States.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRE-
SIDENT.

-~ Mr. Cray, from the joint committee, to whom
the subject had been referred, reported the follow-
ing resolution:

Resolved, That the two Houses shall assemble in
the Chamber of the House of Representatives, on
Wadnesday, the 14th February, 1821, and the Presi-
dent of the Benate, seated on the right of the Speakar
of the Houss, shell be the presiding officer of the
8enste, and the Speaker shall be the presiding officer
of the House ; that two persons be appointed tellers on
the part of the House, to make a list of the votes as
they shell bo declared ; that the reselt shall be deliver-
ed to the President of the Senate, who shall announce
the state of the vote, and the persons elected, to the
two Houses assembled as aforesaid, which shail be
deemed a declaration of the peraons elected President
and Vice President of the United States, and, together
with a list of the votes, be entered on the Journals of
the two Houaes.

Rerolved, That, if any objection be made to the
votes of Missouri, and the counting or omitting to
count which shall not ensentially change the resuit of
the election ; in that case they shall be reported by the
President of the Senate in the following manner :
Were the votes of Missouri to bo counted, the result
would be, for A, B. for President of the United States,
voles; if not counted, for A. B. as President of

the United States, votes ; but in either event A. B.
i elected Preaident of the United States 3 and in the

fame manner for Yice President.
Me. Crax offered some remarks explanatory of
1€ considerations which governed the committee
_An recommending the resolutions which had been
.r':POrted. As convenience rendered it necessary
¥ the Senate to meet this House here, in its own

"1t was due to that body, by courtesy and

propriety, that the President should be invited to
preside, he being the officer designated by the
Coastitution to perfom} a cerlain duty appertain-
ing to the occasion which called the two Houses
together.  As to the second resolution, the state
of the votes for President and Vice President was
well known, though unofficially, and, as the votes
of Misssourl could not affect the result, it was
considered by the committee, to obviate the up.
pleasant difficulty which would otherwise arise
in the joint meeting, better to provide for the case
in the manner proposed. 'This course was deem-
ed by the commirtee the most expedient, under
all the circumstances, and he hoped the House
would adopt it, the more especially as the Senate
had already concurred in it. _

The question was taken on the first resolution
and agreed to withont a division, though severa
nays were heard.

The guestion being stated on the second reso-
lution-—

Mr. Rawoorpn said he could not consent to this
special verdict, as it had been called, in the case
of Missouri. He could not recognise in this House
or the other House, singly, or conjointly, the power
to decide on the votes of any State. Suppose, he
said, you strike out Missouri and insert South
Carolina, which also has a provision in its consti-
tution repugnant to the Constitution of the Unj-
ted States; or Virginia, or Massachusetts, which
had a test, he helieved, in its constitution ; was
there any less power to decide on their votes, than
on those of Missouri? He maintained that the
Electoral College was as independent of Congress,
as Congress of them ; and we have no right, said
he, to judge of their procecdings. Mr. R. said, he
would rather see an interregnum, or see no votes
counied at all, than to see a principle adopted
which went to the very foundation on which the
Presidental office rested. Suppose a case, in which
some geatleman of one House or the other should
choose to turn up his nose at the vote of some
State, and say that if it be so and so, such a per-
son is elected ; and if so and so, what-yoy-call-em
is_elected—did not everybody see the absurdity
of such a proposition? 'Mr. R. added other re-
marks illustrative of his opinion of the course
proposed by the resolution—deeming it not only
erroneous, but erroneous in a matter of vital im-
portance—in the ascertainment of the person
who had been elected by the people Chief Magis-
trate of this nation-—the most important officer
under the Constitution—the monarch—for, who-
ever, in any country, commands the army and
navy, and collects and distributes the revenue, is
a king, call him what you will. The time of this
House was precious, 2znd he would not copsume
it, by saying ail he thought and feit on the subject-

Mr. TrimBLE was far from desiring to consume
the time of the House, or to embarrass the House,
but he could not give his ecomsent to this resolu-
tion, If any thing was due to State rights, this
resolution ought not 1o be adopted; as it would,
however immaterial in the present case, be cited
hereafter as a precedent; and precedents were be-
coming important thipgs in the public transac-
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tions.  The Hopsg might set an exa mple by this [ counted according to form. He was aware that
vole, as TUINOUS 1D ILs consequences, as any decision | the question of her admission might come up and
which could be made. It was about 15 declare, | be decided in this very shape; for if Congress al-
pot what was the true vote for President of the | lowed her to vote for President and Vice President,
United States, but to state it hypothetically. Mr. * and counted her votes, it sould be a full admission

T. argued at some length against such a course.
Suppose some member in Joint mectine shou]dl
ask the President of the Senate how macny votes |
were givea—he must answer in the words of the |
resolution, and therefore would not state the fact, '
according to the law. Tt was the duty of the !
two Houses to enunciate the true state of the vote !
for President and Vice President, and the proposed !

j of the State into the Union: but the committee

thought, as there were other and more usual modes
of admiuting the State into the Union, it was bet-
ter not to bring up the question in the discharge of

‘ this solemn and indispensable duty, Lut to allow

that ceremony to procecd, if possible, without diffi-
culty or embarrassment.
Mr. Ruea said the Constilution had in it neither

annunciation would not be the fact. Heconciuded | waiving or elasticity, and it would not bend 1o cir-
by saying that he would rather that the votes of | cumstances of expediency. The Constitution bad

Missouri were left out altogether, than adopt the
course proposed.

Mr. Rawporrn observed that the gentleman
was under some mistake on one point. The Con-
stitution of the United States provides, not that
the person having a majority of votes should be
President, but a majority of the votes of the Elec-
tors appointed. Now, he desired to know whe-
ther the Electors of Missouri were appoiated or
not.

Mr. FLoyp said he was aware that the question
to agree to the resolution was tantamount to a
motion v reject, but he would prefer the Iatter
shape for the question, to show more strongly his
opinton of it—it would suit his feelings towards it
better. 'We have been going on for several years,
said he, accumulating power untili scarcely any is
left but in Congress. If they had any power over
the votes of Missouri at all, he said, it was when
her votes were first received ; but no such power
existed. The votes of Indiana, at the last election
for President, were counted when precisely in the
same situation as those of Missouri now. He pro-
tested against this assumption of authority on the
E:r_t of Congress, and wished to show his disappro-

tion of the resolution in the strongest manaer,

Mr. CLay said the Copstitution required of the
two Houses to assemble and perform the highest
duty that could devolve on a public body—to as-
certain who had been elected gy the people to ad-
minister their national concerns. In a case of
votes coming forward which could not be counted,
the Constitution was silent; but, fortunately, the
end in that case carried with it the means.  The
two Houses were called on to enumerale the votes
for President and Vice President; of course they
were called on to decide what are votes. It being
obvious that a difficulty would arise in the joint
meeting, concerning the veotes of Missouri, some
gentlemen thinking they ought to be counted,
and others dissenting from that opinion, the com-
mittee thought it best to prevent all difficulty b
waiving the question in the manner proposed,
koowing that it could not affect the result of the
election. As to the condition of Missouri, he him-
self thought her a State, with a perfect moral
tight to be admitted into the Union, but kept out
for the want of a ceremonious act which was
deemed by others necessary to entitle her to ad-
mission.  Though, in his opinion, a State in fact,
Yet not being so in form, her votes could not be

I declared the duty of Congress in ascertaining the
votes for President—it was not competent for them
. to mend the Constitution, nor to decide sueh a
| question as this proposed, and he was opposed to
i the resolution.
i Mr. TrimpLE said the very reasen urged for this
| resolution, was that which constrained him to op-
j poseit;and proceeded further toarguethatit would
! be better to exclude the votes entirely than set such
lan example.

Mr. CoLsreTH said he could hardly say whether
lhe was most gratified at being relieved, by the
j gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. RanpoLpy,) from
| being the first to make objeetion to the proposed
i resolution, or grieved that he could not bave the
isupport of the gentleman from Kentucky, with
whom it had giver him great pleasure usually to
act. The people of Missouri were, by the act of
the last session of Congress authorized to form a
constitution and State governmnent; and, in the
first article of that constitation. it is declared that
the said State, when formed, “shall be admitied
into the Union upon an equal footing with the
original States, in all respects whatever.”” Believ-
ing that the people of Missouri, having formed a
constitution and State government, in compliance
with the act of last session, in all its provisions
and conditions, and considering that she is, in fact,
a State, and of right, if not in fact, (and be in-
clined to believe she was in fact,) a member of the
Union, and that she is kept out of the enjoyment
of her rights by a sheer act of power~he spoke
this in reference to the act, and not to the actors—
that simple f'_ustice required her admission to the
enjoyment of herrights. Mr. C. said he found, on
examination of the constitution of Missouri, that
all officers, civil and military, are required, before
entering upon the duties of their respective offices,
to take an oath to support the Constitution of the
United States, as well as of that State. It is de-
clared (I use the word declared emphatically) by
the constitution of the said State to be the duty of
the General Assembly, as soon as may be, to pass
such laws as may be necessary “1to prevent free
negroes and wulattoes from coming to and setthing
in said State, under any grelexl whatscever.”
This last clause is supposed by some to be repug-
nant to the Constitution of the United Siates. It
s believed that a fair constructicn of the clause
referred fo, taken in connexion with the oath
which the individual members of the General As-
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sembly are required to lake, does not warrant such { had before stated, to give it the go-by in this way,
a conclusion. In the spirit of candor, I ask gen- | Suppose this resolution not adopted, the President
tlemen, said Mr. C., who entertain this opinion, | of the Senate will proceed to open anrd count the
what is the actual duty of the General Assembiy | votes; and would the House altow that officer,
of Missouri, resulting from the oath which they | singly and alone, thus, virtually, to decide the
are required 1o take and the declaratory clause | guestion of the legality of the votes? If not, how
above referred to 7 I appeal to them as statesmen, | then were they to_proceed 7 Was it to be settled

as politicians, as common lawyers, nay, as gentle-|
men of comman sense, whether a fair and liberal ;
construction—whether the obvious and only fair
construction that ean be given 1o the clause ob-
jected ta, will not reconcile it with the Constitu-
tiop of the United States? Will it not be the
duty of the General Assembly of Missourt, acting
under their oath to support the Coostitution of the
United States, to pass no law which shall violate
that oath or be repugnant 1o that Constitution ?
To use the language of the gentleman from Ohio,
{Mr. Ross,) on yesterday, can it be believed that
they will commit perjury by the passage of such
a law? [Here the Speaker reminded Mr. C. that
the hour for counting the votes had arrived, and in-
timated the propriety of his remarks being brought
to a conclusion.] Mr. C. respectfully answered
that he knew of no hour appointed for any pur-
pose in relation to the husiness of the House; that,
under the suggestion of the honorable Speaker,
as well as from a sense of propriety, he should
bring bis remarks to a conclusion as speedily as
Ko&<ible, consistent with a distinct expression of

is views upon the subject before the House. Ft
seems ta me, Mr. Speaker, said Mr. C., that if gen-
tlemen could divest themselves of all prejudices—
if they were not insensibly influenced by feelings
and considerations not necessarily excited by the
provision in question, that they would have no
difficalty in reconciling the seeming conflict be-
tween the Constitution of the United States and
the so often referred to clause in the constitution of
Missouri. The General Assembly of Missouri
witl undoubtedly feel themselves bound to perform
the duty enjoined upon them by the constitation
of that State, limited by the paramount authority
of the Constitution of the United States, conform-
ably to the oath which they are required to take.
If they were to attempt to extend the provisions
of any law beyond this limit their act would be,
so far, not only void, but, if knowingly committed,
the members would be guilty of perjury. 1 have
no more to add. :

Mr. Tracy was compelled, he said, to vote
against the resolation, but for reasons very differ-
ent from those of Mr. CoLereTn. He was op-
posed to the resolution because Missouri was neither
a State in the Union nor cne out of the Union;
but was in fact a Territory. He could not, there-
fore, consent that her votes should be counted at
all—considering them entirely foreign o the elec-
tion of Presidentand Vice President of the United
States. .

Mr. CLay said he would merely observe, that
the difficulty is before us; that we must decide it
when the two Houses meet, or zvoid it by some
previous arrangement. The Committee being
morally certain that the question would arise on

the votes, in joint meeting, thought it best, as he

by the decision of the two Houses conjointly, or
of the two Houses separately 7 One House would
say the votes ought to be counted, the other that
they ought not; and then the votes wauld be lost
altogether. Would the gentleman from New York
prefer that it be decided in the joint meeting? In
that case he would find himself in a much leaner
majorily than on the question yesterday. In fact,
Mr. C. said there was no mode pointed out in the
Constitution of settling litigated questions arising
in the discharge of this duty; it was a casus omis-
sug; and he thought it would be proper, either by
some act of derivative legislation, or by an amend-
ment OfI the Constitution itself, to supply the de-
fect. -

Mr. Livermore made a few remarks in faver
of the resolution.

Mr. Rues made a few remarks in opposition to
the resolution. The ground he took was this:
that it was not in the power of this House, or of
both Houses, by resolution, to remedy a defect in
the Constitution.

The guestion on agreeing to the resolution was
then decided in the affirmative--yeas 90, nays 67,
as follows:

Yris—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen of Massz-
chusetts, Allen of New York, Anderson, Archer, of
Maryland, Baker, Bateman, Beecher, Campbell, Can-
non, Clagett, Clark, Clay, Cook, Cushmzn, Dane,
Daclington, Davidson, Dennison, Dickinson, Eddy,
Edwards of Connecticut, Eustis, Fay, Folger, Foot,
Ford, Fuller, Gorham, Gross of New York, Gross of
Pennsylvania, Hackley, Hall of New York, Hemp-
hill, Hendricks, Herrick, Hitl, Hobart, Hostetter, Ken-
dall, Kent, Kinsey, Kinsley, Lathrop, Litue, Liver-
more, Maclay, McCoy, McCreary, McCullough, Me-
Lean of Kentucky, Mallary, Marchand, Meech, Meigs,
Monell, Montgomery, R.” Moore, 8. Moore, T
Moore, Moseley, Murray, Neale, Nelson of Massa-
£husetts, Parker of Massachusetls, Palterson, Philson,
Pitcher, Plumer, Rogers, Russ, Sawyer, Sergeant,
Silsbee, Sloan, Stevens, Storrs, Street, Strong of Yer-
mont, Strong of New York, Tomlinson, Udree, Up-
ham, Ven Rensselaer, Walker, Wallace, Wendover,
Whitman, and Wood—90.

Nars—Messrs. Adams, Allen of Tenneseee, Archer
of Virginia, Baldwin, Ball, Barbour, Bayly, Black-
ledge, Bloomfield, Boden, Brevard, Brown, Brush,
Bryan, Buflum, Butler of Louisiana, Case, Cabb,
Cocke, Crafts, Crawford, Crowell, Culbreth, Culpep-
er, Cuthbert, Xarle, Edwarde of Pennsylvania,
wards of North Carclina, Floyd, Forrest, Gray, Hall
of North Carclina, Hooks, Johnson, Jones of Virginia,
Jones of Tenneesee, Lincoln, Mercer, Metcalf, Morton,
Nelson of Virginia, Newton, Parker of Virginie, P”_":k'
ney, Randolph, Reid, Rhea, Richards, Richmond, Ring-
guld, Kobertson, Ross, Shaw, Simkins, Smith of New
Jersey, Smith of Maryland, A. Smyth of Yirginia,
3mith of North Carolina, Swearingen, Terrell Tracy,
‘Crimble, Tucker of Virginia, Tucker of south Ca-

4
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rolina, Tyler, Williams of Virginia, and Williams of
North Carolina.—67.

So the second resalution was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Cray, it was then ordered,
that a message be sent to the Senate, informing
that body, that this House, on its part, concurs in
the report of the joint commitiee, and is now pre-
pared to proceed, with the Senate, in the perfor-
mance of its Coustitutional duty.

[Messrs. Crav, SengeanT, and Van Rensse-
LAER, Were the commitiee on the part of the House
of Representatives, Lo act with the committee of
the Senate, in considering the proper mode ofpro-
ceeding 1n regard to counting out the Electoral
votes.]

Mr. Epwanros, of North Caroling, gave notice
he should, on io-morrow at twelve o’clock, offer
for the consideration of the House a resolution de-
claring the admission of the State of Missouri into
the Union, containing in all respects the same pro-
visions as were contained in the resolution from
the Senate, which was rejected in this House.

On motion of Mr, CLay, and by general consent,
it was determined that the members of this House
should receive the Senate, on their entrance into
the House, standing and uncovered. In the same
manner it was determined that a sufficient num-
ber of the seats on the right hand of the Chair,
should be set apart for the Senatars.

Mr. CLay moved that a committee of two mem-
bers be appointed to receive the Senate, and con-
duct the President of the Senate to the chair, and
the members to the seats assigned to them.

Mr. NeLsox, of Virginia, declared his opposition
to this course. It had been usual for the gpeaker
of the House to receive the President of the Sen-
ate, and invite him to a seat beside him ; and he
saw no reason, at this time, for the proposed inno-
vation.

Mr. CLavy said it was true it never had been done
before; but, having, whilst he had the honor to
preside over this House, witnessed the embarrass-
ments oceasioned by the want of such a regulation,
he now thought it would be proper to adopt it.

The motion of Mr. CLay was then agreed to
without 2 division, though not without negative
votes.

Mr. Neuson remarked, in an under tone, that
he wished he had required the yeas and nays upon
it.

Mr. Cray and Mr. Hiuw, wereappointed a com-
mitiee accordingly-

Soon after, the Senate came into the Hall, pre-
ceded by its President, and attended by its Secre-
tary and Sergeant-at-Arms; and the President
was conducted to the Speaker’s chair, the Speaker
occupying a chair at his left hand.

be Presinent of the Senate then delivered
the votes of the States, in the following order, to
the committee for counting the votes, (Mr. Bag-
BOGR of the Senate, and Messrs. SmiTi of Mag-
land, and SeraeanT of this House)—and the offi-
cial anthentications, &c., were each of them twice
tead in an audible tone, and the votes recorded by
the Secretary of the Senate and by the Clerk of the
House of Representatives, as follows:

16th Con, 24 Sess—37

H. or R.
For President. | For g:acuel-l’mm—
ETATES. S !
Tamea Monroe. uD D, Tompkina.
New Hampshire - . \ 7 7
Massachusetis - - 15 7
Rheode Island - - 4 4
Connecticut - - - Y 9
Vermont - - - 8 8
New York - - - 29 29
New Jersey - - - 8 r 8
Pennsylvania - - 24 24
Delaware - - - 4
Maryland - - - 11 10
Virginia - - - 25 25
North Carolina - - 15 | 15
South Carelina - - 1 11
Georgia - - - 8 8
Kentucky - - - 12| i2
Tennessee - - - 7 7
Ohio - - - - 8 8
Louisiana - - - 3 3
Mississippt - - - 2 | 2
Indiana - - - 3 3
Nlinois - - - - 3 3
Alsbama - - - a | 3
Mzine - - - . 9 9

The scattering votes were as follows: For Pre-
sident, in New Hampshire, there was for Jokn
Quincy Adams, one vote. For Vice President,
there was, in New Hampshire, for Richard Rush,
one vote; in Massachuseuts, for Richard Stockton,
eightvotes ; in Delaware, for Daniel Rodney, four
votes; in Maryland, for Robert Goodloe Harper,
one volte.

The process of this ceremony was very iedious,
from the length of the verifications, proclamations,
&ec., and the House did not arrive at this stage of
it till after four o’clock.

When the votes of the Electors for Missouri
were announced, by the PREsipENT of the Senate,
and handed to the tellers—

Mr. LiverMore, of New Hampshire, rose, and
said : Mr. President.and Mr. Speaker, I object to
receiving any votes for President and Vice Presi-
dent from Missouri, because Missouri is not a State
of this' Union.

A motion was then made by a member of the
Senate, that the Senate do now withdraw to its
Chamber ; and, the question having been put, was
decided in the affirmative; and the Senate retired.

The House being called to order—

Mr. FrLoyp, of Virginia, then rese and submit-
ted the following resolution:

Resolved, That Missouri is one of the States of
this Union, and her votes for President and Vice
President of the United States ought to be received
and counted.

Mr. F. said, he believed, that gentlemen must
now begin to see the precipice to which the deci-
sions oF this House 1o respect to Missourt had
brought them. He was, as every member must
be, tired of the debate on this subject; but he
thought that no one could discharge his duty as
he ought without investigating the merits of the
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question which he had now proposed. He thought
1t proper, also, that the yeas and nays should be
recorded on every question connected with this
subject. That the votes of States, whose adwmnis-
sion into the Union had not been declared previous
to the votes being given in, had heretofore been
received for President and Vice President, he be-
lieved the gentleman from New Hampshire would
not deny. If such a course had been right hereto-
fore, he'did not see why an objection shouid now
be made. If innovations on established usage
were to be justified by their novelty, then 1ndeed
all disquisitions on the subject were vain. But
the time was, when members from new States
were admitted to their'seats in this House, with-
out the previous passage of a declaratory resolu-
tion. That there was a law on the statute book
that any Territory having a population of sixty
thousand souls might form a constitution and
State government and beadmitted inta the Union,
no one would deny. Whenever we turn our eyes,
said Mr. F., and observe the progress of the Gov-
ernment, until the present time, the States have
been admitted upon this principle, until in the
present case ; and in this case, at the last sesstom,
a compromise, as il was thought and called, was
entered into. Mr. F. hesitated to express in terms
all he thought on this subject; but he would say,
if he had voted for that l)aw at the last session ;
and opposed now those principles which would
naturally grow out of it, he should have said fo
himself, when he had done so, that he had done
in his life one act which he thought dishonorable.
Let us now, said he, have the question fairly at
issue. L.t us know whether Missouri be a State
in the Union or not. If not, let us send her an
Ambassador, and treat for her admission into the
Union. Sir, we cannot take another step, with-
out hurling this Government iuto the gulf of de-
struction. For one, I say, I have gone as far as I
can go in the way of compromise—and if there is
to be a compromise beyond that point, it must be
at the edge of the sword.

Mr. Arcues, of Maryland said, that entertain-
jop the same sentiments as the gentleman from
Virginia with respect to the refusal to admit Mis-
souri into the Union, he yet felt himself bound to
move, as he now did, to postpene the further con-
sideration of this resolution indefinitely. He was
opposed te this House undertaking to proceed in
any manoer as to the legality of the Electoral
votes. He could recognise no power in the House
of Representatives on this sugiect separate from
the Senate. The expressions in the Constitation,
in regard to the counting of the votes of Electors,
&c., he considered as imperative. All questions
aristng out of it, according to his construction,
must be settled in joint meeting of the two Houses.
He could not agree that this House had a right to
determine whether any vote should be recetved
or rejected.  What are the words of the Consti-
tation? “The President of the Senate shall, in
¢ the presence of the Senate and House of Repre-
¢ sentalives, oEen all the certificates, and the votes
“shali then be counted.” Does it ot follow,
asked Mr. R., that the votes must be counted in

the presence of the two Houses? For what pur-
pose do they assemble together, unless it be to
determine on the legality of the votes 7 Il not for
this purpose, the joint meeting is for form and
show, and nothing else. We must, in iy appre-
hension, deterniine the question in joint meeting,
and in no other way. Entertaining 1his opinion,
he said, he should vote for the indefinite postpone-
ment of any proposition, the object of which is
to determine, tn this House, the legaiity or 1llegal-
ity of any Electoral vote. At the last election of
President, an objection was made, by the gentle-
man who now presides, to receiving the votes of
Indiana, because they were given in before the
passage of the act declaring her admission into
the Union. On that occasion, as now, the Sen-
ate retired. I thought then, as now, said Mr. A,
that they had no right to retire until the question
was settled. On that occasion, the House deter-
mined to postpone indefinitely the objection. The
motives which induced that determination were
doubtless various; it was my opinion, then, that
it was improper to entertain the objection in the
House, and [ think the same of the present pro-
position. ‘

Mr. RanpoLps said, it was not without relue-
tance that he offered himself to the attention of
the House at this time; but he submitted to the
very worthy gentleman from Maryland who had
just taken his seat, whether the object which he
had in view could, according to his own views of
propriety, be effectuated by thecoursewhich he had
recommended to this House. It was no part of
his nature, Mr. R. said, not of his purpose, 1o in-
flate toa greater magnitude this exaggerated ques-
tion of the admission of Missouri into the Union.
But the question had now assumed that aspect
which, had it depended on him, it should have
taken at an earlier period of the session. It was,
he said, not only congenial with the principles
and practices of our free Government, but unless
he was deceived with the practice of that country
from which we had adopted, and wisely adopted,
out manly institutions, that on any occasion when
any person presents himself to a represcatalive
body with credentials of title to a seat, be shail
take his seat, and perform the functions of a2 mem-
ber, until a prior and a better claim shall notonly
be preferred, but established. It was seen that,
but the day before yesterday, the Commitlee of
Elections of this House came forward with a re-
port, stating that the qualifications and returns ©
certain members were perfect who have been act-
ing and legislating, and on whose votes the laws
of the land have depended for the last three of
four months. Just so it ought to have been with
regard to the Representative from the Stale of
Missouri. She had now, said Mr. R,, presented
herself, for the first time, in a visible and tangible
shape. She comes into this House, not in forma
pauperis, but claiming to be one of the co-so¥er,
eigoties of this con?edcraled Government, 80
presents to you her vote, by receiving or rejectin
which the election of your Chief Magistraté ¥
be lawful or unlawful. He did not wmean by the
vote of Missouri, but by the votes of all the States.
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Now comes the question, whether we will not
merely repel her, but repel her with scorn and
coptumely. Cuibono? And, he might add, quo
warranto 7 He should like to hear, he said, from
the gentleman from New Hampshire, {Mr. Laver-
moRE,} where this House gets its authority—he
should [ike to hear somce of the learned, or 4n-
learned, sages of the law, with which this House,
as well as ail our legislative bodies, abounds, show
their authority for refusing to reccive the votes
from Missouri. Mr. R. said, he went back to the
first principles.  The Electoral Colleges, he said,
are as independent of this House, as this House is
of them. They had as good a right to pronounce
on their qualifications, as this House has of those
of its members. Your office, said, he, in regard
to the electoral votes, is merely ministerial. Tt is
to count the votes, and you undertake to reject
votes. To what will this lead? Do you ever
expect Lo see the time when there shall be in the
Presidential chair a ereature so poor, so imbecile,
not only not worthy of being at the head of the
nation, but not worthy of being at the lLead of a
petty corporation—do you ever expect to see in
that office an animal =0 poor, as not to have in
this House refainers enough to enable him to re-
ject the vote of any State which, being counted,
might prevent his continuance, and their contin-
vance; and that of their friends, in office? He
spoke not of the present incumbent—he was not
so wanting in common decency and decorum as
lo do so—he spoke in reference not only 10 what
is past, but to that which is prospective, and which
every man, who looks the least into futurity, must
know will happen, and, in all probability, wil
very shortly happen. He undertook to say that if
this House should, by a vote of indefinite post-
ponement—for the form was immaterial-—or in
any other way, and it would be observed, for the
first instance in the person of Missouri, of this
much injured, long insulted and trampled-upon
wember of this confederacy, was this example to
be set—if, said he, you do, for the first time, now
receive the votes of a State, it will be created into
a precedent, and that in the life-time of some of
those who now hear me, for the mapufacture of
Presidents by this House. The wisest men may
make constitutions, on paper, as they please.
What, Mr. R. asked, was the theory of this
Constitution? It is, that this House, except upon
a certain contingeney, has nothing at all to do
with the appointment of President and Vice Pres-
ident of the United States, and when it does act,
must act by States, and by States only can it act
on this subject, unless it transcend the limits of
the Constitution. What, he asked, was 10 be the
ractice of the Constitution, as now proposed 7
hat an informal wmeeting of this and the other
House is to usurp the initiative, the nominative
power, with regard to the two first officers of the
overnment; that they are to wrest from the
people of the United States their indefeasible right
of telling us whem they wish to exercise the
functions of the Government, in despite and con-
tempt of their decision. Is there to be no limit
to the power of Congress—no mound or barrier

to stay their usurpation? Why were the electo-
ral bodies established? The Constitution has
wisely provided that they shall assemble, each by
itself, and not in one great assembly. By this
means, assuredly, that system of intrigue which
was matured into a science, or rather into an art
here, was guarded against.  But, Mr. R. ventured
to say, that the electoral college of this much-de-
spised Missouri, acting conformably to law, and
1o the genius and nature of our institutions, if it
were composed of but one maun, was as indepen-
dent of this House as this House was of it.” If
however, said he, per fas aut nefas, the point is to
be carried ; if the tocsin is to be sounded ; if the
troops are to be rallied, and Missouri is to be ex-
pelled with scorn from our august presence—how
august, Mr. Speaker, I leave it for you to decide—
there are those who will be willing to take her 10
their arms. And, in point of mere expediency,
he would ask of gentlemen—he put the suggestion
in that shape, because he believed they were inac-
cessible to other considerations—in point of expe-
diency, he asked them, what were they now doing
but riveting these ties by which Missouri would,
he trusted, forever be bound to that section of the
countrg by wwhich, with whatever reason, her
rights have been supported on this floor? I do
look with a sentiment I cannot express, said Mr.
R.—I lock with a sentiment of pity—and that has
been said to be nearly allied to love, as I know it
to be alied to a very different emotion—I look
with pity on those who believe that, by their feeble
efforts in this House, gaverned by forms and tech-
nicalities—your Sergeant-at-Arms and commit-
tees of attendance, and mummeries such as belong
to other countries where I have never travelled,
and trust in God I never shall—they can stop the
growth of the rising Empire in the West. Let
geatlemen lay a resolution on the table, let it be
engrossed in a fair hand, and do you, Mr. Speaker,
sign it, that the waves of the Mississippi shall not
seek the ocean, and then send your Sergeant-at-
Arms to carry it into execution, and see whether
you can enforce it with all the force, physical
or moral, under your control. Mr. R, concluded
by expressing his hope that- the gentleman from
Maryland would withdraw his motion for indefi-
nite postponement.

Mr. ArcrER, of Virginia, said he believed it
was pretty well ascertatned that he was willing
0 go as ireat lengths as any man in this House to
support the rights of Missouri. He regretted that,
even in this skirmish, he was obliged to separate
himse}f from those with whom he had acted with
so much pleasure and with so much zeal. But
hecould not maintain, what he should do by voting
for this resolution, that Missouri is now a State of
this Union. 'Was it contended that Congress has
not a right to require the submission of the consti-
tution of a new State to its consideration before
she becomes a member of the Union? If so,
would any man contend that Congress had not a
right to pass, in some shape or other, upon the
constitution of any new State? Was there any
one of his colleagues who would say, that there
was no possible ease in which he might not be
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induced to reject the constitution of Missourt?
Suppose the constitution she has offered had been
potoriously aristocratical, was there any man
among them who would not have given kis vote

{or the exclusicn of Missouri from the confedera- :

cy? We presume not. If he were to give his
vote for this resolution, Mr. A. said, he should
contradict all the language he had hitherto held
in respect to Missouri; for, if she was a State
without the eonsent of Congress, she had no right
to complain of oppression by the refusal of Con-
gress to recogaise her.

Mr. A. said, he shonld continue 1o reprobate the
odious and foul combination by which Missouri 1s
kept out of the Union ; but should he give a vote
for this resolution, he should feel himsel% precluded
from doing so. If, indeed, the case were presented,
whether the member from Missouri should be ad-
mitted to a seat on this foor, he should give a vote
affirmatively ; for it would be tantamount to an
admission of the State of Missouri into the Union.
But, were he to vate for this proposition, he should
vote for an evident solecism; it would be saying
that, though it has bees decided that Missouri-shall
not be admitted into the Union, yet she shall ex-
ercise the highest functions of a member of the
Confederacy. Mr. A. said he could not hold that
language, or present himself in that character.
Opposed in general to postponements, he should
vote against the proposed postponement, in order
to meet the question directly, He had no notion,
he added, of the doctrine which he had heard for
the first time to-day, that you may have a proble-
matical or hypothetical election of a President and
Vice President. Suppose the result of the election
depended on the votes of Missouri, and the same
course was to be pursued which was now indi-
cated ; the President of the Senate would have to
announce that, in one event, we had a President,
whilst in another we had not, and the Govern-
ment - would be left without a head, and a dissolu-
tion of the Union would be the possible immediate
consequence. He was a little surprised, he said,
at one ground which had been taken on this occa-
sion: that the House had no power to pass any
judgment on any return. Hehad always thought
that, wherever was lodged the power to receive a
return, there also was the power to passa judg-
ment on the validity of that return. Suppose any
territory, not within the limits of the United States
at the time, Florida, for example, to send votes
here for Electors ; was there no authority by which
these votes could be rejected? Suppose a State,
entitled to 27 votes, should send 37 votes, would
any gentleman contend that there was no power
in this House to judge of the proper number?
Could there ever be a pure election—could it ever
be ascertained who was elected, in the event of the
establishment of a doctrine of that sort? Mr. A.
concluded, by declaring his readiness to adopt any
measure to bring Missouri, now trampled down by
power, into the Union, but he could not vote for
this resolution.

Mr. CLay next obtained the floor, but gave way
to allow Mr. RanpoLpu to make an explanation.

Mr, RanpoLrr said, it was highly probable that

the few remarks which he had made might give
rise to misapprehensions in the minds of other gen-
tlemen, as they had done in_the mind of his col-
league. He, therefore, wished to explain. His
position, he said, was misunderstood. It had been
said, and pertinently said, that Missouri might be
admitted into the Union in wmore ways than one.
His position, then, was, that this is the first in-
stance in which Missouri has knocked at the door
and demanded her rights. It is now for us, said
Mr. R., by permitting her o come in, or rather
by refraining from extruding her from this Hall,
to determine wiether she shall now be one of qur
Commonwealth, or, as the fashion is to eall it, of
our Empire. Mr. R. said he had no doubt that
Congress might drive Missouri into the wilder-
ness, hke another son of Hagar. If we do, said
lie, we drive her at our own peril. I either of the
worthy Senators and Representative from Mis-
souri, whose long forbearance had excited surprise
in no man’s breast more than in that of Mr. R—
he did not mean to blame them for pursuing the
counsel* of cooler heads than his—had presented
themselves here, would you {addressing the Speak-
er} have felt yourself bound to exclude them from
the commuunion with more than papal power; not
only from the cup of wine, but from the bread of
life itself? Let me tell my friend before me, {Mr.
ARCHER,) We have not the power which he seems
to think we possess; and if this be a casus omissus
in the Constitution, I want to know where weac-
quire the power to supply the defect. ~You may
keep Missouri out of the Union by violence, but
here the issue is joined. She comes forward in
the person of her Presidential and Vice Presiden-
tial Electors, instead of that of her Represeata-
tive; and she was thus presented in a shape asun-
questionable as that of New York, Pennsylvania,
Massachusetts, or the proudest and oldest State in
the Union. She comes forward by her attorneys
__her Electors. Will you deny them admittance?
Will you thrust her Electors, and hers only, from
this Hall? Mr. R. said his friend bad not given
to this subject the sort of consideration which he
kuoew him to be capable of giving it. I madeno
objection, said Mr. R., to the votes of New Hamp-
shire, Maine, or Vermont: [ have had as good 2
right to object to the votes of New Hampshire, as
the gentieman from New Hampshire has to object
to the votes of Missouri. Who made thou, Cain,
thy brother’s keeper 7 Who put Missouri into cus-
tody of the honorable gentleman from New Hamp-
shire? The Electors of Missouri are as much
Lomines probi et legales as the Electors of New
Hampshire. This, Mr. R. said, was no skirmish,
as it had been called. This was the battle when
Greek meets Greek; it was a conflict not to
decided between the phalanx and the legion, whe-
ther the impenetrability of the one or the aclivity
of the other shall prevail. Let us buckle on our
armor, said Mr. R.; let us put aside all this flum-
mery, these metaphysical distinctions, these lega
technicalities, these special pleadings, this dry mi-
nuteness. this unprofitable drawing of distinctions
without difference; let us say now, as We have
said on another occasion, we will assert, maintaln,
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and vindicate our rights, or put to every hazard
what you pretend to hold in such high estimation.

Mr. R. said he recollected perfectly well, in the
celebrated election of Thomas Jefferson and Aaron
Burr—they live, said he, illustrious examples of
the merits of their respective partisans—what were
we then told?  Why, that we must withdraw our
opposition, ot there would be no election ; thata
dissolution of the Union impended ; that volcanoes
began to play; that earthguakes yawned beneath
us; and, recollect, sir, we had a President in the
chair who had a majority in this House, small as
it was. He treated the idea of giving way with
derision and scorn. We said we will not give
way, and you must take the consequences. e
appealed, said Mr. R., 1o the good sense of the
pation;-and I do now appeal to this nation, said
he, whether this pretended sympathy for the rights
of free negroes and mulattoes is to supersede the
rights of the free white citizens, of ten times their
whole number. They gave way, sir, said Mr. R.;
the sheep is the most timid and helpless of all ani-
mals; it retreats before any attack is offered to it.
The President of the United States, said Mr. R.,
possesses great powers and highly responsible func-
tions, and should be looked up to with veneration
and deference, because he is the Chief Magistrate
of a people, legally appointed by their suffrages.
But a President of the United States, appointed
by the exclusion of the votes of those who are the
same flesh and blood as ourselves—{or the people
of Missouri are not natives of Missouri, with the
exception of a few French and still fewer Span-
iards-—is no mmore the Chief Magistrate of this
country than that thing—that pageant, which the
majorities of the two Houses proposed to set up
just twenty years ago—a President made by law—
po, by the form and color of law, against the princi-
ples of the Constitution, and in violation of the
rightts of the freemen of this country. Sir, said
Mr. R., [ would not give a button for kim. On
his personal account, and for his personal quali-
ties, [ might treat him with respect as an indi-
vidual, but as Chief Magistrate of this country, he
woilld be more odious to my judgment than one
of the house of Stuart attempting to seat himself
on the throne of England, in defiance of the laws
of succession and of the opinion of the people.
We have, I am afraid, so long basked in the 1~
pure atmosphere, not of this House, but of this
Court, that—

Mr. Cray here claimed the floor, which he had
yielded to the gentleman only for the purpose of
making an explanation.

Mr. RanwpoLPH took his seat, saying that he
would give way to the honorable gentleman in
every thing but one. .

Mr. Cray said he really saw no difficulty in this
business ; and, before he sat down, should make a
motion, with a view 1o put an end to this discus-
sion, The House and Senate have, by & joint act,
this day agreed, that, in the event of an objection
being made to the vote of Missouri, Ler vote should
be counted hypothetically; that the whole num-
ber should be announced, including the vote of
Missouri, and that the number should also be stated

as it would be, the vote of Missouri being ex-
cluded ; and, the result not varying, that it should
be declared that, in either case, the person having
the largest number of votes was duly elected.
The motive which operated on the joint commut-
tee in recommending this course, and on the two
Houses in adopting it, was to avoid the very diffi-
culty into which t%e House was about to precipi-
tate itself. Itwas an effort to provide, by previous
arrangement, for the very contingency which has
arisen. The moment the objection was made, in
that instant the rule adopted this morning took
effect. Mr. C. said it therefore appeared to him,
with very great deference to the course of the pre-
siding officer of the Senate, that he ought tohave
gone on, and, after the votes had been summed
up, to have made the annunciation as proposed in
the joint resolution adopted this morning.

The two Houses ought not, in the opinion of
Mr. C., to have separated until they had consum-
mated what had been stipufated for. He was now
not willing to take up any proposition on' this sub-
ject or any other, however unwilling he might

ave been to meet it at any other time. He was op-
posed to do so, because to do so is a violation of
good faith between the two Houses, as pledged by
the arrangement of this morning. He had not a
doubt, he said, that Missouri might be admitted
into the Union in a variety of ways, and very pos-
sibly, on-proper examination, the mode now pro-

osed might be one-of them, by the two Houses,
jointly or separately, giving her the exercise of 2
right which, asa State, would belong to her. The
House, however, as well as the Senate, had vir-
tually determined to get round that question to-
day, and to put an end to any controversy which
raight arise in respect to it, in the manner contem-
plated by the second resolution passed this morn-
ing. Mr. C. therefore moved that the subJect
now under consideration be laid on the table, in
order to resume the business which had been in-
terrupted by the retirement of the Senate.

Mr. STorrs demanded the reading of the first
resolution which passed this House, as compared
with that which passed the Senate.

(Here took -place an- explanation of a variation
which had taken place in the form of the resolve.
As it came from the Senate the President of the
Senate was to preside over the joint meeting. As
reported by the committee on the part of this
House the President of the Senate was to preside
over the Senate; and the Speaker was to preside
over the House of Representatives. This altera-
tion was made, because it was known that the
House of Representatives would not have agreed
to the other course, and a collision might have
arisen between the two Houses. It may be added,
that the Senate were not aware, when they came
into the Hall, of the change of the arrangement,
but supposed it to stand, as they had voted it.
Theit retirement from the Chamber arose from
the-President of the Senate having learned these
facts after he was seated in his place in the Hall.
He would otherwise, it is supposed, have gone on
to proclaim the result, irmmediately after Mr. Lav-
ERMORE's objection,as prescribed in the resolution.)
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Some conversation took place between Messrs.
SmiTu of Maryland, Cray, Ranporei, NeLson
of Virginia, Foor, and Cosgs, as to the state in
which matters would be, on the Senate’s return.
Some of the gentlemen contended that, on the
Senate’s return, matters would stand just as they
did before, and the same difficulty as had already
presented itself would again arise. Others con-
tended, and the majority appeared to be with them,
that, on the return of the Senate, the President
would go on to declare the result, as directed in
the second joint resolution of this morning.

Mr, LivERMORE, in the course of these desultory
remarks, took an opportunity to vindicate his con-
duct in offering the objection to the votes of Mis-
sourl. Itwas a duty necessary to be performed by
samebody ; baving no wish to be forward in the
business, he had endeavored to persuade several
gentlemen to present it—but, they declining 1o do
s0, it had become his duty to do it, and in his
opinion he had done it at the proper moment.*

'The question was taken on Mr. CLa¥’s motion
o lay Mr. FLov®’s resolution on the table, and
decided in the affirmative, ayes 103. And then,
oo motion of Mr. Clay, it was ordered, that a
message he sent to the Senate to inform that body
that the House is now ready to receive the Senate
in the Chamber of the House of Representatives,

for the purpose of continuing the enumeration of |

the votes of the Electors for President and Vice
President,according to the joint resolutions agreed
upon between the two houses; and that the Clerk
go with the said message.

The Clerk accordingly went with the said mes-
sage; and be being returned—

The Senate again appeared, and took seats in
the House as before. '
* Fearevarr 17, 1821,

Messrs, Gales & Seqton -

In your report of the transactions in the House of
Representatives on the 14th instant, you observe that
*Mr. Livermore took an opportunity to vindicate his
conduct in offering his objections to the votes from
Missouri.”  Butyou omit the only circumstance which
rendered any observations on his part necessary ; for
certainly the objection was in substance proper, and
every member of Congress had a right to make it.
The truth is, Mr. Bmith, of Maryland, in the course of
debate, said (o this effect: that the abrupt departure
of the S8cnate, and ail the difficuity which ensued,
ought to be imputed to the gentleman from New
Hampshire, Mr., L., who made his objection foo soon,
instead of waiting, as ke should have done, till afier
the Missouri votes were counted. In answer to this
charge, Mr. L. made a few rernarks, which you have
not reported, but which probably convinced even Mr.
Bmith that the objection to counting the votes from
Missouri wae interpoeed at the proper moment.

A. D,

[Our correspondent is perfectly right. Mr. Liver-
more did not certainly vindicate the course he hag
taken, until it had been impugned by others. We
Were 60 cramped for room in our report, that we were
obliged to generalize the incidental remarks, and, in
doing so, crhafl a wrong impression may have been
given to My, L.s observations.]—Edifors National
Intelligencer.

| The President of the Senate, in the presence of
both Houses, proceeded to open the certificate of
the Electors of the Suateo Missour), which he
delivered to the tellers, by whom it was read, and
who registered the same.

| And the votes of all the States having been thus
counted, registered, and the lists thereof compared,
they were delivered to the President of the Senate,
by whom they were read, as already printed.

The President of the Senate then, in pursuance
of the resolution adopted by the two Houses, pro-
ceeded to announce the state of the votes to the
two Houses of Congress, in joint meeling assem-
bled, as follows

“ Were the votes of Missouri to be counted, the re-
sult would be—For James Moxwor, of Virginia, for
President of the United States, 231 votes: if not
counted, for Jawks Moxror, of Virginia, 228 votes:—
For Daxizr D. Tourrixs, of New York, for Vice
President of the United States, 218 votes: il not
counted, for Daxrer D, Touexixs, of New York, for
Vice President of the United States, 215 votes. But
in either event, Jawzs Moxnee, of Virginia, hssa
majority of the votes of the whole number of Electars
for President, and Daxrzr D. Toxrxins, of New
York, has a majority of the voles of the whole number
of Electors for Vice President of the United States.”’

The President of the Senate had proceeded thus
far, or nearly thus far, in the proclamation, when
Mr. Frovp, of Virginia, addressed the Chair, and
inquired whether the votes of Missouri wete or
were not counted.

Cries of Order! Order! were so loud as to
drown Mr. FLovp's voice.

[The President of the Senate had hesitated in
the proclamation, on Mr. FLoyp addressing the
Chair.]

Mr. RanpoLpk rose, and was addressing the
Chair, whenloud eriesof Order! Order ! resounded
frotn many voices.

The Sreaxer pronounced Mr. RanboLen to be
out of order, and invited him to take his seat.

Mr. Brusu demanded that Mr. RanpoLes
should be allowed to proceed, and deelared his de-
termination to sustain his right to doso. Mr. B.
was also loudly called to order.

Mr. Froyp demanded of the Chair whether he
was considered in order or not.

The SPEsxer determined that he was natin
order at this time, the only business being at that
present {tme that preseribed by the rule of this
morning.

- There was considerable murinuring at this de-
cision ; but order was restored; vwhen the Presi-
dent of the Senate coneluded his annunciation as
follows :

“1 therefore declare that James Moxnos, of Vir-
ginia, is duiy elected President of the United States,
for four years, lo commence on the fourth day of
March, 1821; and that Dixier D. ToxrxIns, qf
New York, is duly elected Vice President of the Uni-
ted Slates, for the like term of four years, to com-
mence on the said fourth day of March, 1821."

As the President concluded—

Mr. Ranporpy addressed the Chair; but was
required to take his seat.
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On motion by a member of the Senate, the Sen-
ate retired from the hall.

After they retired, and the House being called
to order-—

Mr. Ranoorrn, who had still retained the floor,
was heard addressing the Chair. He spoke for
some time, without being distinctly heard, owing
to the confusion in the hall. He had, he said,
seen cvery clection of President of the United
Stales, except that of the present Chiel Magis-
wraie, and he had never before heard any other
form of proclamation than that such was the
whole number of votes given in; that such a per-
son, A or B, had so many, and was therefore
elected President or Vice President of the United
States. ©On this occasion no such annunciation
had been made, and the presiding officer might
just as well have sald that James Claxton or
Thomas Dunn was clected President of the Uni-
ted States. Were gentlemen to be put down by
clamor and by foree lere for getting up to assert,
not only their rights, but the nights of the whole
people of the United States?  Sir, said he, your
election is vitiated; you have flinched from the
question ; you have attempted to evade the decis-
ion of that which was essential to the determina-
tion of who is and who is not elected Chiel Ma-
gistrate of the United States. Mr. R. concluded
his remarks by moving resolutions deciaring the
election to be illegal, &c. They were as follows:

1. Resolved, That the elecloral votes of the State of
Missouri have this day been counted, and do consti-
tute o part of the majority of two hundred and thirty-
one votes given for President, and of two hundred and
eighteen votes given for Vice President.

2. Reselved, That the whole number of Electors
appointed, and of voles given for President and Vice
President, has not been announced by the presiding
officer of the Secueate and House of Representatives,
agreeably lo the provision of the Constitution of the
United States, and that therefore the proceeding has
been trreguiar and jllegal.

Whilst Mr. R. was reducing his motion to
writing, several gentlemen claimed the fioor.

The Seeaxer determined that Mr. LaTuror
was entitled to it; and Mr. L. moved Lo adjourn.

Mr. FrLovp claimed the right of the floor, as
rising first, and demanded to be heard.

The Sepaxer affirmed Mr. Laturor’s right.

Mr. Frovp was about appealing {rom the de-
¢ision of the Chair, but did not.

Mr. Rinceorn having demanded the yeas and
nays on the question of adjournment, the question
was taken accordingly, as follows: i

Yris—Messrs. Adams, Allen of Mascachusetts, Al-
len of New York, Anderson, Baker, Bateman, Beecher,
Boden, Buffum, Cannon, Case, Clagett, Clark, Clay,
Cook, Crafts, Culpeper, Cushman, Cuthbert, Dane,
Darlington, Dennison, Eddy, Edwards of Connecti-
cut, Bdwards of Pennsylvania, Fay, Folger, Foot,
Fotrest, Fuller, Gorham, Gross of New York, Gross
of Pennsylvania, Guyon, Hackley, Hall of New York,
Hardin, Hemphill, Hendricks, Herrick, Hibshman,
Hill, Hobart, Hooks, Hastetter, Kendall, Kinsey, Kins-
ley, Lathrop, linceln, Livermore, Maclay, McCoy,
McCullougli, Mallary, Marchand, Meech, Meigs, Mo-
nell, R. Moore. &. Moore. Morton, Moseley, Murray,

Nelson of Massachusetts, Parker of Massachusetts,
Patterson, Phelps, Philson, Pitcher, Plumer, Rankin,
Richards, Hichmond, Robertson, Rogers, Ross, Russ,
Sergeant, Silsbee, Sloan, Stevens, Street, Strong of
Vermont, Streng of New York, Tomlinson, Tompkins,
Tracy, Udree, Upham, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Wen-
dover, Whitman, and Wood—95.

Nairs—Messrs, Alexander, ‘Allen of Tennessee, Ar-
cher of Maryland, Archer of Virginia, Baldwin, Bar-
bour, Bayly, Bloomfield, Brevard, Brown, Brush,
Bryan, Campbell, Cobb, Cocke, Crawford, Culbreth,
Davidson, Earle, Edwards of Nerth Carolina, Floyd,
Garnett, Gray, Hall of North Carolina, Jackson, Jehn-
son, Jones of Virginia, Little, McCreary, McLean of
Kentucky, Mercer, Metcalf, T. L. Moore, Neale, Nel-
son of Virginia, Newton, Pinckney, Randoiph, Reid,
Rhea, Ringgold, Shaw, Simkins, Swearingen, Trim-
ble, Tucker of Virginia, Tucker of South Carolina,
Tyler, Williams of Virginia, and Williams of North
Carolina—40.

THaursoay, Febroary 15.

Mr. Newron, from the Committee on Com-
merce, reported a bill to abolish certain ports of
entry ; to establish ports of delivery, and for other
purposes ; which was read twice, and committed.

Mr. Saurn, of Maryland, from the Committee
of Ways and Means, reported a bill making ap-
propriations for the naval service of the United
States for the year 1821; which was read twice,
and committed to a Committee of the whole House
lo-morrow.

Mr. Awperson, from the Committee on the
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill {rom
the Senate, entitled “An act for the relief of the
purchasers of public lands prior to the first day of
July, 1820,” reported the same without amend-
ment; and it was committed to the Committee of
the Whole, to which is committed the bill regu-
lating the payment of debts due from the pur-
chasers of public lands.

Mr. Epwarps, of North Carolina, waived for
the present his intention to make a motion on the
Missouri subject, according to his notice of yester-
day, partly because he had little hope of suecess
in the motion, and partly because it was probable
some mation might be made more palatable to the
House.

Mr. Cuark, of New York, submitted the follow-
ing motion, accormpanying 1t with some remarks
in support of it:

Resolved by the Senale and House of Represenia-
tives of the United Stales of America, in Congress
assembled, That Missouri shall Le admitted into this
Union on gn equal footing with the original States, in
all respects whateoever, on the first Monday in Decem-
ber next: Provided, ‘I'hat, previouz to the said first
Monday in December next, Missouri shall have ex-
punged from her constitution the following clause, to
wit: “ It shall be the duty of the Legislature, as soon
os may be, to pass laws to prevent {ree negroes and
mulatioes from coming to or settling ia this State,
under any pretext whatever.” And that on said day,
certified copies of said constitution, so smended, shall
be delivered to the President of the Senate and Spea-
ker of the House of Representatives of the United
States.



